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School Board, 
Suffolk, Va. 


Gentlemen: 


We beg to present herewith report on survey of your school housing 
problems, 


Full data and tables are contained in the body of the report. There are, 
however, a few outstanding facts to which we wish to call your attention. 


Had this report preceded the erection of your new high school there 
would have been no change in this regard. This building forms the keynote 
of your white school system. 


In the colored schools the situation is entirely different. Your Booker 
T. Washington School, with a seating capacity of 280, is the only satisfac- 
tory unit, while your enrollment numbers 650. It is, therefore, apparent 
that provision must be made for the additional pupils. Your attention. is 
also called to the fact that you have less than one-third of your colored 
pupils in school. The balance are in private schools or not attending school. 
These pupils must be considered as they constitute a potential population 
that you may be called upon to provide for in case support should be with- 
drawn from the private schools. You are now receiving from the State funds 
for these pupils, as they are counted in your school population. 


Each of the above items will be treated in more detail in the following 
report. 


In the making of this survey we have had occasion to call your Superin- 
tendent, Mr. Martin, your principals and teachers many times for advice 
and data.: We feel that this report would be incomplete without expressing 
our appreciation of the valuable and enthusiastic co-operation we have 
received. 

CHARLES M. ROBINSON SCHOOL ARCHITECTS, 
Suffolk Public Schools. 
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SCHOOL BOARD 
CITY OF SUFFOLK 


JOSHUA C. WEST, JR., Cuairman, 
G. G. COULBOURNE. 

THOMAS H. DEBNAM. 
WILLIAM S. BEAMON. 

G. A. HARRIS. 

JOHN B. TAYLOR, Crerx, 


Superintendent of Schools. 
JOHN E. MARTIN. 


Architects. 
CHARLES M. ROBINSON. 
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Report 
Population Maps: 


Population maps are attached hereto showing the location and grade of 
each pupil in your schools, and from a study of these maps the following 
comments and recommendations are submitted to you for the purpose of 
formulating a policy of any future expansion. 


In submitting these generalities we appreciate the fact that we are 
advising you that for the present your white school program is complete 
and that a large proportion of this report could be omitted. We deem it 
wise, however, to include general observations here regarding construction 
of future schools, which may become a standard should your school population 
increase more rapidly than we anticipate. School development in the City 
of Suffolk is primarily a problem of railroads. Due to these railroads and 
the relation of the business section of the City to the residential section no 
exact determination of geographical school centers can be made in consider- 
ing the future expansion. There are, however, a few basic facts which are 
at once apparent and must be considered. The development of white school 
population in white area is practically limited to the west, northwest and 
northeast. 


The colored school population will normally follow the edges of business _ 
and industrial section; how closely this has been proven is shown on the 
map. Below we give a table showing the enrollment of your schools from 
1915 to 1924 inclusive, to which is added a notation giving the enrollment of 
white pupils by grades as of June ist, 1923. 


ENROLLMENT IN THE SUFFOLK PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


White 

White High Elementary : Total all 
Session School Schools Total Colored Schools 
1915-1916 1838 817 1000 400 1400 
1916-1917 — 216 179 995 476 1471 
1917-1918 217 173 990 486 1476 
1918-1919 217 959 1176 : 519 1695 
1919-1920 235 981 1216 558 1774 
1920-1921 245 1012 1257 624 1881 
1921-1922 243 1057 13800 543 18438 
1922-1923 222 1086 1306 611 1919 
1923-1924 256 1156 1412 650 2062 
(estimated) 
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ENROLLMENT BY GRADES JUNE 1st, 1923 (WHITE PUPILS). 


T AGB e os terowtited 3 135 WAS (Al SB ao Sie tite 104 
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III SO SESE afajeuls oe abceas 135 IX SD gabeins fats ec oenecele 56 
IV BEN stars bteg abet ana asses 148 x Ai, Schee. Mort eatete svan ctats 45 
V Sey socuetr vse nave eit 138 XI Ne Sed torgiScosesrs atatesas’ 46 
VI SE rah g Rage otseatt etna Ses 120 XII S ditt asics rate 63 


You will note with the exception of the War years, from ’16 to ’18, 
there has been a gradual increase in the white school enrollment of an aver- 
age of fifty pupils per year, and that increase is greater in the high school 
than in the elementary schools. The enrollment by grades of white pupils 
as of June, 1923, shows no unexpected variation. 


Future Increase: 


Based upon past experience, you will be safe in assuming that you will 
need two rooms every three years in the white schools and three rooms every 
two years in the colored schools. 


Buildings: 


The high school building just completed and occupied, to our mind, is all 
that can be desired in a high school building of its capacity. It could only 
be improved by more elaborate finish and making it absolutely fireproof. 
The building is, however, fire-protected with fireproof corridors, stairs and 
furnace: room. It has an auditorium, gymnasium and the usual accessory 
rooms for necessary high school work. ‘The plans of this building were 
exhibited at the National Educational Conference, held in Cleveland in the 
Spring of 1928, and was one of five buildings from Virginia mentioned in 
the booklet issued by that conference and passed out to superintendents at 
Chicago of this year. Following we give you a list of the Virginia high 
school buildings exhibited at this conference, which will allow you to make 
a comparison as to size, capacity, cost, both in total and per cubic foot, 
together with a table of efficiencies. You will please note that the Suffolk 
building has the lowest cubage cost in the list and its table of efficiencies 
rank with the very best buildings in this section. 
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Erected 1921-22 1922 1922 | 1922 1923 
ee gine 1,092 | 636. 1,217 
Cost... $186,000 | $163,022 | $364,000 
Vol f 2, 080, 000 |1, 400, 000 ,000 | 762,000 |1,543,000 
OG astern ar see cu. ft. sq. tt cu. ft. cu. ft. sq. ft. 
Cost per cubic foot.............. 28 .7¢ 27 .8¢ 23 .9¢ 21.4¢ 23 .6¢ 
Cost per pupil: 
In home room.................... 496 .16 238 .00 184 .00 255 .00 299 .00 
In all rooms used for in- 
SEU ULONS ie ote. cceeeec des [tase | hee ee ee 159 .00 208 .00 
hieor'e {| 94,760 80,000 43,000 40,800 74,000 
DOL RAG Caer \} sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft sq. ft. 
Corridors and Stairs..........| 22.8% 22.5% 22 3% 19.0% 21.0% 
Locker Rooms (Ward- 
3.6% 2.4% 2.8% 1.5% 2.38% 
2.4% 3.0% 3.38% 3.4% 1.6% 
Offices, Rest Rooms, ete.. 4.3% 3.5% 12.5% 10.5% 5.4% 
Physical Education............ ue 71) Ala Ui oy 21 Coe) Peer De] Rone 8.2% 
Play ROOMS... eo 2, ere 5.2% Gili: lees 7.6% 
Art and Music Rooms. 2.0% 1.0% (f) 6% 2.7% 
Science Laboratories.......... 1.4% (t (f) 4.0% 3.9% 
Manual Training Rooms... 3.8% | 5.0%(::) (f) 5.0% 2.6% 
Domestic Science Rooms.. 3.38% | 1.9%(f) (69) 5.0% 2.1% 
Study Rooms...................---- 1.5% (G0 aaa) [Semeranoner orn nec, emcees 1.4% 
Auditorium....... | 14.2% (ft) 14.2% 12.5% 14.9% 
Class Rooms 29.2% 38 .4% 23 .0% 26 .8% 
Notes—(*) Not fireproof. 
({). These items provided in other buildings. 
(::) These items used by students in other buildings. George 


Wythe, Jr., High School is supplementary to the John Marshall High 
School adjoining. The two constitute a balanced Junior and Senior 
High School plant without useless duplication. School Board Administra- 
tion for entire city housed in this building, which has increased the cost 


and reduced the ‘percentage. 


The other buildings were rated by the State Educational Survey and 
Report of 1919, made under the direction of Dr. Ignalls, of Harvard Univer- 


sity. This gives the following ratings: 


Jefferson High School................... 815 Points 
Randolph School............. cs eeeeeeees 741 “ 
Mason. :School:s 2.4.05: e-scaneve-o-Stetvivayaccacea seen 733 ff 
Book T. Washington Colored School aiscaee aioe 678 =“ 
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‘The Jefferson School is out of date to some extent as a high school and 
in the above rating appears only as in the “good” class. It probably would 
have been rated higher as an elementary school. 


Randolph and Mason Schools were rated in the fair class. These are 
good substantial buildings and we expect would have rated considerably 
higher except that class rooms are much below standard in size, with the 
result that the number of pupils per teacher is low. This is reflected in 
your statistics in that the average white elementary grade contains only 28 
pupils in spite of a crowded condition existing before the new high school 
was opened. The undersize of these rooms increases your per capita cost 
of instruction, but the small teacher load may make for more efficient instruc- 
tion. 


The Booker T. Washington School rated much lower and would be 
classed as poor. This we believe was due more to congestion and equipment 
than to the building itself. 


Building Condition Charts: 


Hereto attached you will find sheets giving photographs, plot plans and 
general descriptions of the several buildings in your school system. These 
sheets will afford you a ready reference for learning the exact condition of 
your buildings and should have notations made thereon of any change in the 
condition of the buildings or any improvements made. 


Development: 


As before mentioned, you have a reserve in your white school system. 
With the new High School, Jefferson School now used as an elementary 
school, and the Randolph and Mason Schools, you have a capacity of 1,800 
pupils, which is more than sufficient to house all of your white pupils and to 
leave room for a reasonable expansion, and what is more to be desired, extra 
rooms to maneuver your grades.’ From this report it is apparent that your 
white school problem has been solved until 1928, and that there is no need 
of giving further consideration, to future housing conditions at this time 
other than to secure sites. 

We recommend that as soon as funds can be obtained you purchase a 
block for future schools in the order named: 

(1) Near Military Road and Smith Street, as this will probably 
be the next unit needed. 

(2) Near Kilby Avenue and Main Street. 

(3) Near Highland Avenue and Kingsboro Street. 

These should be secured while a reasonable area can be obtained without 
having to demolish any buildings and in case conditions warrant can always 
be sold without loss. 

The situation in the colored schools is entirely different. You have a 
seating capacity in the Booker T. Washington School, which is the only 
satisfactory building for your colored pupils, of 280, while your enrollment 
is now about 650, and it is, therefore, apparent that you need immediately 
at least a ten room building. 
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As it will take some time to complete the building, population increase 
must be allowed for. Therefore, we recommend that this building be not 
less than twelve or preferably fourteen rooms, as can be planned to best 
advantage. 


After careful study of population map, and as previously reported verb- 
ally, the nearest available site to the center of colored school population 
and that which minimizes the necessity of colored pupils passing through 
white districts is near the Booker T. Washington School. This also presents 
an advantage in that the Booker T. Washington building can be used for 
small grades, while the larger rooms in the new building will house the 
larger grades. Also one administrative unit will provide for the two build- 
ings, resulting in a material economy. 


We can make no recommendations as to future lots for colored schools, 
as due to shifting nature of population advance purchases are not desirable. 
Wé have already discussed pupils out of school. 


Unit Buildings: 


The most serious criticism of your older buildings is the small size of 
rooms and that the buildings are not suited to expansion. Recently we have 
been devoting more study to the standardized unit building. While costing 
slightly more in first cost, these buildings can be added to at any time with- 
out destroying any value. While this plan permits the building to meet 
only present needs, yet it provides for future needs at a minimum initial 
cost. 


Construction: 


In view of the comparatively high costs of fireproof buildings, it is at 
times impracticable to use fireproof construction for all buildings. No 
building, however, should be built unless of the so-called “Fire Resisting” 
class. By this we mean fireproof walls, corridors, stairs and fireproof slab 
over the heating plant. The roof should be covered with an Underwriters’ 
“Class A” roof, and any wood framing covered with metal lath and plaster. 
This construction, while not fireproof, gives protection to the children in that 
the exits are always safe, and by the fireproof slab over the heating plant 
and the metal lath over the wood framing the chance of fire is reduced to a 
minimum. 


Light: 


The Virginia State Law requires that window area of school rooms be 
equal to one-fourth of the floor area, and light be admitted from the left or 
left and rear of the pupils. This may be done by either the unilateral or 
bilateral system. Both systems have their advocates, but in large buildings 
bilateral lighting is not practical except in corner rooms. In our opinion, 
the important thing is to get plenty of window area located with the tops 
close to ceiling and with a narrow division between the windows. The 
reason for the latter recommendation is to prevent alternate light and 
shadows in the room. 
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